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Mazch 3, 1988
brussels, Belgium

Dear Bob;

'Today the House of Ropriéqntativcl will once again address thd
issue of continued assistance to Nicaragua's Freedom Fighters,| a
matter of great national security concern.

The case for such support is compelling. 1f we 40 not suataip .
the Nicaraguan Resistance, we face the prospect of a consolidalted
Mazxist-Leniniat regime on the American mainland and prolonge
troubles for Nicaragua's democratic neighbors. If, on the ot r
hand, meaningfui assistance is provided, we can enhance the
prospects for democracy inside Nicaragua and advance the cause| of

regional peace {n accordance with the Guatemala Accords of Aughst
1907. ' . . v

It is, of course, not only the mere fact of continued assistante
to the freedom Fighters which is important, The quentity, natpire
and means of delivery of such help are also vital factors., 1
have said in the Past and continue to maintain that our aid mupt
be sufficient to sustain the Resistance in the tield, provide [
equipment indispensable to those purposes and include effectiv

means for transporting approved materials into Nicaragua under
extraordinarily hazardous conditions.

TRES Lrings me Lo Lhe Yuwelivu vl Lhe wllecnalive awnislance | 7
packages which the House will consider today. It is my consid red
judgment that the aid package offered by the Democratic Leader hip
does not meet the essential criteria I have outlined above.

Their proposal will not enable us to sustain the Preedom Fighters
inside Nicaragua at anywhere approximating their present numbegs.
The proposal woyld Alter the delivery arrangements to bOp respgns-
ibility, a notion which I am not prepared to acecept. And,
finally, the Democratic Leadership's proposal would not assurela
future vote on further assistance should the peace process fai]
to produce the results we all hope for. wWithout such pProvision _
it 18 quite obvious that all the Sandinistas have to do is play a

waiting game ingtead of bargaining seriously with their interndl
Opponents and democratic neighbors.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
'A’"'NOTON

February 3, 1988

Dear Bob:

On January 27, 1 transmitted to the Congress a
request for $36.25 million in further assistance
for the Nicaragquan democratijc resistance. Our
goal in Nicaragua is simple «- peace and demo~
cracy. OQur policy has consistently supported the
efforts of ‘hose who saek democracy throughout
Central Amer:ca and who recognize that the freedom
fighters are essential to that process.

Ninety percent of my request is for non-lethal
aid, including food, clothing, medicine and
transportatian. The other ten percent is for
ammunition and air defense missiles that would not
be available for delivery uneil after March 31,
1988 pending my Certification that:

democratic resistance;

by the Government of Nicaragua to Comply |
with the requirements cf the Declaration of ¥
the Presidents of the Central American
Nations at San Jose, Costa Rica on January 16,
1988; and

~-= the Nicaraguan democratic resistance has
engaged in good faith efforts to achieve
such a ceasefire.

As I have already stated, I would make that certi-
fication only after consulting Perscnally with the
Congress and the Presidents °f the four Central
American democracies, and I would give considerable
weight to their views on the question of whether
Nicaragua has complied with the San Jose Declaraticn.
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Furthermore, in the evant that I find it hecessary
to make such a certification, I will notify the
Speaker of the House of Representatives and the
President of the Senate of my intention to do so .
ten days in advance. If the Congress adoptas
during that ten-day periocd a concurrent resalutian
stating that the Government of Nicaragua is in
compliance with the San Jose Declaration, then I
will refrain voluntarily from making the certifi-
cation, and the suspension of lethal aid deliveries
~ oot will continue,

. I believe that thig arrangement will afford Congreas
and the Executive branch the opportunity to
address jointly the central question cf Sandinista
compliance with the commitments made at the San
Jose Summit, Accordingly, I strongly urge that
the Congress give itg approval to my request of
January 27, which in ry judgment will serve to '
enhance the national security interests of the R,
United States by strengthening the proapects for ’
democracy in Central America.

Sincerely,

. I < : i . ; Ly ,.,_,ijml‘— i '

—— - The 7$ﬁorab1e Robert H, Michel
House of Representativesg
Washington, D.C. 20515
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